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Jess
Dare

More Than a Handful of Flowers evolved from an earlier exhibition titled A Handful of
Flowers... for Gallery Funaki, Melbourne 2023. More Than a Handful of Flowers shifts the
focus to a more intimate and deeply personal exploration of family, motherhood, and
memory. It gestures towards the rituals of care we pass down—gardening, gathering,
offering flowers—that connect generations of my family.

| come from a long line of gardeners. As a child, our garden was a place of wonder and play,
a veggie patch sprawling with mint and abundant apricot, peach and nectarine trees. It fed
us, entertained us, it was my sanctuary. As an adult, my garden has grown into a memory
palace where plants hold stories, people and moments in time. | tend to them, water them,
keep them alive.

Motherhood has deepened this connection. | see how the influence and beckoning of the
garden has trickled down to my children; my daughter, the gatherer of soursobs and
handfuls of posies, the one who sneaks snow peas and tomatoes from the veggie patch; my
son, proud of his herb garden, an observer who likes to draw among the plants. Their
curiosity often triggers memories of my own childhood, memories long set aside. Recently, |
found myself kneeling in the garden, teaching them how to animate a snapdragon flower,
snap, snap, snap... just as my grandfather had taught me. Instantly, | was transported back to
my five-year-old self, full of joy and wonder.

The photographs created in collaboration with Bri Hammond capture a fleeting moment in
time, 90 years connecting 4 generations of women in my family, each holding handfuls of
flowers picked from our own gardens, our aging hands, full of stories stilled on paper.
Cyanotypes depict posies collected by my daughter rendered in hues of blue by the sun.
Flowers are memorialised at peak bloom in brass, layered with paint and memory. | will meet
you in the garden presents a series of objects poised on a shelf, like a mantlepiece of family
portraits. They are catalysts for stories, ties to the garden, repositories for fragments of life
we cannot hold but hope not to forget.

A Handful of Flowers... sat in the space between presence and absence, love and loss. More
Than a Handful of Flowers affirms life's fullness—its repetitions, inheritances and the cycles of
growth and decay. In this exhibition flowers are symbols of care, resilience and renewal and
all the things we hold dear.















| Will Meet You in the Garden
Snap Dragon seedling

2025

Powder coated brass

170 x 115 x 90mm

NZ $3,700




| Will Meet You in the Garden

Magnolia
2025

Powder coated brass
134 x 125 x 132mm
Nz $2,055

| Will Meet You in the Garden

Banksia Spray
2025

Brass
280 x 130 x 70mm
Nz $2,055



(next page)

| Keep What | Can of You | Keep What | Can of You
Posy Cyanotypes
Powdercoated brass, 300 x 200mm
vintage glass NZ $115 each

295x 210 x 135mm
NZ $8,700






| Keep What | Can of You -
Spring Posy Brooch

Powder coated brass, sterling
silver, stainless steel

139 x 80 x 41Tmm

NZ $1,965

| Keep What | Can of You -

Flowering Gum Brooch

Powder coated brass, sterling silver,
stainless steel

145 x 97 x 40mm

NZ $1,440



| Keep What | Can of You —
Orange fence flowers Brooch
Powder coated brass,
sterling silver, stainless steel
63 x 51 x 35mm

NZ $1,850

| Keep What | Can of You — The bees
are diving in - Convolvulus Brooch
Powder coated brass,

sterling silver, stainless steel

138 x 81 x 40mm

NZ $1,085

| Keep What | Can of You -
Flowering Gum Brooch
Powder coated brass, sterling
silver, stainless steel

110 x 85 x 46mm

NZ $1,085




Snap Dragon Necklace

2025

Powder coated brass, cotton,

sterling silver, heat shrink plastic
1110mm long, 50 x 30mm largest flower
NZ $3,310




More Than A Handful of Flowers

Judith (Nana), Jenny (Mother) & Annie (Aunty)
Jess Dare & Bri Hammond

2025

Archival pigment print on cotton fibre rag
550 x 675mm. Edition of 5

NZ $800 each




More Than A Handful of Flowers

Carol (Aunty), Jess & Olive (Daughter)
Jess Dare & Bri Hammond

2025

Archival pigment print on cotton fibre rag
550 x 675mm. Edition of 5

NZ $800 each




Flower Patch Brooches
2025

Powder coated brass,
sterling silver, stainless steel
55 x 55mm approx

NZ $420 each
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Jess Dare lives and works in Adelaide, Australia on the traditional lands of the Kaurna
people. She is a skilled jeweller and flameworker renowned for working in both metal and
glass. She is a partner of Gray Street Workshop (Est. 1985) one of Australia’s longest running
collectively run studios for artists working in the field of contemporary jewellery and object
making.

Dare has undertaken international residencies researching floral culture in Bangkok, Thailand
(2014) and Shanghai, China (2015). In 2016/17 she undertook a major public art commission,
working closely with Professor Richard Johnson AO to create a permanent memorial in
Sydney’s Martin Place symbolising the spontaneous sea of flowers laid by thousands of
people following the December 2014 Martin Place siege in the Lindt Café.

Dare exhibits nationally and internationally and is represented in major international, national
and state collections including Musée des Arts Decoratifs, Paris; The National Gallery of
Australia, Canberra; National Gallery of Victoria and the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Jewellery/object Photography: Grant Hancock
| Keep What | Can of You Brooches: Gallery Funaki
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